The Pope and the Missions
standing of their present conditions, and (c) a vast and
realistic preparation for the future.
In working on these lines, the Pope decided to take a
Patroness, as well as a Patron Saint, for the Missions. For
many years the Patron Saint hadheen St Francis Xavier, and
since December, 1927, the Pope has also added the name
of St Terese of Lisieux. This links up again the Missionary
field of the Catholic Church with France.
It is interesting how different branches of the Church
in different parts of the world have specialised in separate
activities. Until recently the French had almost a monopoly
of the Mission field. Since the days of Louis XIV, when
they first went to Canada and to Indo-China, they have
been interested in it. To-day they still carry on large
organisations in Indo-China, China and in Japan, where
there are at least 150,000 Catholics.
In India, where the Catholic Church is almost as nervous
of Communist propaganda as is the India Office in London,
there are no less than two hundred and eighty thousand
Catholics in the Mission of Pondicherry alone. In Africa,
the Society of African Missions, Fathers of the Holy Ghost,
and the White Fathers have done immense and valuable
work, and they have also carried out their duties in the
Near East ever since the days of the Crusades. To-day the
French have special privileges such as the reception of the
French Governors as if they were Royalty, and special
attention due to them from the Catholic Church in a
native country. In return the French have given, to the
Pope and his workers official protection in many parts of
the world. But Pope Pius XI has not always approved of
that, and ignoring the risk of a diplomatic incident he
decided to rid himself of French protection in China in